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Minutes – Essendon Fields Airport Community Aviation 
Consultation Group (CACG) 

 
Meeting held Friday 4 October 2024, at 11:00am by Videoconference  
 
Members:  
 
Rod Gurry (RD - Office of Bill Shorten MP), Bill Shorten MP, Danny Pearson MP, Frank Manti 
(Community Representative), Brendan Pihan (BP -EAPL), Kathy Craig (EAPL), Matt Marais (MM-
EAPL), Brad Evans (BE - EAPL) Cr.Narelle Sharpe (NS- Moonee Valley Council), Frank Manti (FM - 
Community Representative) Ben King – Airservices Tim Gill (BK - Airservices Australia), May Li 
Foong (ML - Airservices) Braden Hartcher (BH- Dept of Infrastructure). 
 
Invited Guests:  
 
Nil  
 
Apologies: 
Bill Shorten MP, Danny Pearson MP, Frank Manti (Community Representative), Braden Hartcher 
(Dept of Infrastructure). Cr.Narelle Sharpe (Moonee Valley Council), Ben King – Airservices. 
 
1. Welcome 

 
Brad Evans welcomed the committee and attendees to the third Essendon Fields CACG 
meeting for 2024.  
 
Malgy Coman (Dept of Infrastructure) and Neermala Cash (Dept of Infrastructure) are now 
longer working on Essendon Fields projects.  
 
Today we were joined by Nick Pudney (Dept of Infrastructure) and Brendan Montgomery (BM) 
(Dept of Infrastructure – A/Director who will new Dept contacts).    
 
Apologies for the meeting included are noted above.  

 
2. Items arising from previous CACG minutes (14th June 2024) 

 
The minutes from the previous meeting held 14 June 2024 were carried- no discussion. 
 

3. Departmental Update  
 

• Neermala and Malgy are no longer attending the Essendon Fields CACG.  Malgy has 
moved to another area of the Dept and Neermala is focused on Melbourne Airport.  
 

• Meeting attended by Brendan Montgomery (A/Director) and Nick Pudney. 
 

M3R – MDP Approval  
 
• Melbourne Third Runway MDP Approval.  The recent approval of the M3R approval was 

discussed in detail and EAPL noted that Melbourne Airport team had met this week to 
discuss conditions on the approval in particular as to how they relate to EAPL. 

 
• Condition 3 requires that APAM prepare a Noise Sharing and Airspace Concept Plan for 

approval in collaboration with Airservices and EAPL.  The condition requires  
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how the Noise Sharing and Airspace Concept Plan has been developed in collaboration with 
Airservices and EAPL to permit, support and allow for the continued operation of Essendon 
Fields Airport, including by explaining how it has prioritised various factors (such as operational 
efficiency); 
 
outlines how APAM’s operation of the runways at Melbourne Airport (including M3R) will 
operate with the two runways at Essendon Fields Airport including by: 
 
(i) outlining APAM’s reasons for any airspace changes and/or slot management arrangements 

as a result of M3R; 
(ii) demonstrating that any such changes will not constrain emergency services aircraft 

operations at Essendon Fields Airport; and 
(iii) explaining how aircraft access to both Melbourne Airport and Essendon Fields Airport will be 

prioritised and the impacts of this prioritisation process on operations at both airports; 
 
It is expected it will take approximately 24 months for APAM to respond and prepare 
documentation in response this condition.   
 
EAPL have requested a copy of the Supplementary Report as it relates to M3R and to ascertain 
response to key items raised in the EAPL submission.  To date EAPL have been a copy will be 
made available however not at this time.  EAPL have requested Melb Airport provide an 
abridged version specifically responding to issues raised.  
 
BP sought advice from the Department as to are you able to share / explain why some issues 
were not part of the final conditions?  BM noted that he cannot speak for the Minister but can 
say the Minister requested additional information under the act on several occasions.   
 
BP also noted does the Department have a view if Essendon can actually now prepare a Master 
plan taking into the complexity of the M3R approval and associated conditions?  BM noted that 
the Department are here to work with EAPL.     
 
BP asked a question of Airservices in relation to the Eastern Extension Project requesting 
advice as to how important the east-west runway extension is.   TG noted that the capacity is 
good 97% of the year.  The east-west runway across the two north-south runways is complex to 
operate.  
 

4. Noise 
 
Tim Gill from Airservices provided an update in relation to noise-based complaints.  Refer 
attached report. 
 

• Aircraft movements steady. 
• A single outage was reported 19 June – 22 June 2024.  
• Complaints 45 individual complaints from 49 contacts. 
• 31 new complainants (down from 37). 
• 38 suburbs recorded a single complaint (Up from the last CACG). 

Aircraft in your Neighbourhood – Provides a tool to review movements etc/ assess 
complainants by suburb etc. 
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5. Community Feedback/Concerns 
 

BE noted that EAPL had received one phone call regarding the development of the new Audi / 
Cupra site at Wirraway Road from an adjacent landowner.  The owner was initially concerned 
about overlooking and a window however were talked through the plans and generally happy 
with the response. 
 
EAPL have worked to install signage directing the public to a QR code to access project and 
site updates.  Communication has been undertaken weekly and EAPL will develop more 
improved ways to communicate news and updates with the community.  
 
EAPL to install signage on fences opposite homes to enable access to current and up to date 
information on the site’s development works. 
 
No other members noted any further community based concerns.  

 
 

6. Jet Curfew (Infrastructure) 
 

Current movements (April – June 2024)) 
 
The DITRDCA provided curfew movement data. Three (3) permitted jet aircraft movements (not 
including emergency aircraft) movements reported.   
 
Total curfew movements were reported as reduced from 932 in the last period to 778 
movements.  
 
 

7. Aviation operations (EAPL 
 
EF aviation update 

 
Matt Marais outlined a detailed operations update.  
 

• 10,486 movements over the past 3 months. 
• Approx 50,000 movements in the last FY. 
• 30% emergency serviced based users.  
• Passenger numbers are down due to Link Airways moving to Melb Airport 
• Sharp Airlines continue to operate.  
• Fire Season is approaching with two fire fighting aircraft to be houses on the airport.  
• Airfield pavement, crack ceiling (5000m) and drainage works to SWQ to take place.  

SWQ draining works may lead to closure of the 08/26 runway, 
 

8. Development Update (EAPL) 
 

BE provided a detailed update of planned new development across the airport. 
 
Key projects under development include: 
 

• Autex Warehouse – A new warehouse building to support the manufacture of acoustic 
panels at 121- 131 Global Avenue, Essendon Fields.  The site is relatively close to the 
site’s northern boundary and interface with Lebanon Street and residential properties 
and accordingly EAPL will carefully manage all stakeholders in particular relating to dust 
and noise.  
 

• Audi/Cupra – A new motor vehicle sales and service centre is under construction at 346 
Wirraway Road.  The project has an interface to the rear to residential properties 
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separated by St Johns Lane.  EAPL received one phone call from a resident to the rear 
concerned about overlooking.  The plans were discussed with the resident, and it was 
confirmed the rear of the building is a car park only and would be screened to limit 
views.  

 
• Toyota Dealership – A new Toyota dealership is proposed opposite the Audi site on 

Wirraway Road at 365-275 Wirraway Road. The existing Toyota dealership to the south 
of the site will be repositioned once the site is complete. Early works are about to 
commence (site excavation etc) 

 
9. EF Master Plan (Planning Matters) 

 
Extension of time to Masterplan with the Department of Infrastructure has been approved by 
Minister King with the Master Plan now due to be lodged by 29 January 2027. 
 
Melbourne Airports third runway MDP approval, in particular condition 3 will require a noise 
sharing and airspace concept plan to be prepared.  This will inform how the runways at 
Essendon Fields are utilised and accordingly influence the ANEF.  Meetings with Melb Airport 
confirm it is likely that these plans will take 24 months to prepare with an initial 6 month period 
required to develop a clear scope.  
 
The preparation and timing of the Master Plan will be highly dependent on the Airspace Design 
requirements of the Melb Airport MDP.  
 

10. Other Matters 
 
2024 Community Grants Program 
 
Essendon Fields established the Friends of the Fields community grants program in 2021, with 
the aim of supporting community organisations, groups and individuals in our neighboring 
suburbs. 
 
We developed the program to support people who continue to make the local area a great place 
to live, work and play, and since its launch, over $200,000 in grants have been paid to 
organisations in our immediately surrounding suburbs.  
 
In 2024, to better address community need and align with Essendon Fields values of creating 
green spaces and supporting local business, we’ve made some changes to our Friends of the 
Fields program and invite the community to get involved.  
 
The new program is due to commence in late October 2024 and will a variance which will allow 
clubs to seek support for donated prize vouchers from local EF business. 
 
The second part of the program is a  local greening grant. Local grants will be offered to deliver 
green spaces in the local area.  
 
 
 

Meeting Closed 12:06am 
 

Next meeting will be held 6th December 2024 @ 11:0am by videoconference / in EF Office 
(Chair – Brad Evans) – (Please confirm if you will attend in the office or via Teams) 


