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Draft Minutes – Essendon Fields Airport Community Aviation 
Consultation Group (CACG) 

 

Meeting held Friday 12 September  2025, at 11:00am by Videoconference/Boardroom  

 

Members:  
 
Rod Gurry (RG - Office of Danny Pearson MP, Frank Manti (Community Representative), Brendan 
Pihan (BP -EAPL), Kathy Craig (EAPL), Matt Marais (MM-EAPL), Brad Evans (BE - EAPL) 
Cr.Hamish Jones (HJ- Moonee Valley Council), Frank Manti (FM - Community Representative) 
Christine Campbell– Airservices Tim Gill (BK - Airservices Australia), May Li Foong (ML - 
Airservices) Braden Hartcher (BH- Dept of Infrastructure), Christine Campbell– Airservices. 
 

Invited Guests:  

 

Matt Thomas (Trax Consulting)  
 

Apologies: 

Danny Pearson MP, Braden Hartcher (Dept of Infrastructure) 

 

1. Welcome 
 
Rod Gurry welcomed the committee and attendees to the CACG meeting.  Matt Marais has now 
left EAPL and has been replaced by Jason Rainbird. 

 
Matt Marais has left 
 

Apologies for the meeting included are noted above.  

 

2. Items arising from previous CACG minutes (14 June 2025) 
 

The minutes from the previous meeting held June 2025 were carried- no discussion. 

 
3. Departmental Update  
 

• No update required. 
 
4. Noise Sharing Plan – Melbourne Airport – Third Runway   
 

• Matt Thomas from Trax Consulting provided an overview of the Noise Sharing Plan 
required by the Melb Airport Third Runway. 

 

• Introduced the team which includes Trax and GHD  
 

• Why is Trax here?  Engaged as an independent consultant to lead the design 
assessment of the Noise Sharing Plan. 

 

• Airservices has a large role from a tech perspective controllers will be using these 
controls. 

 

• Noise Sharing Plan will be submitted to the Minister following Airservices approval and 
then go to the Minister for approval.  
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• Time frames are finalise the NSSP and engagement summary report in December 
20206.  October through to early December 2025. 

 
 
5. Airservices Update  
 

Tim Gill from Airservices provided an update in relation to noise-based complaints.  Refer 
attached report. 
 

• Aircraft movements steady. 

• 26 individual complaints from 31contacts. 

• 24 new complaints (down from 32). 

• 25 suburbs recorded complaints (down from 35) 

• Aircraft in your Neighbourhood – Continues to provide a tool to review movements etc/ 
assess complainants by suburb etc. 

 
 

6. Community Feedback/Concerns 
 

EAPL has been focused on response to a small number of concerns in relation to the recently 
finished Autex development in the Hart Precinct. 
 
Key issues raised by resident include visual impacts, lighting impacts,noise and land use.  The 
Hart Precinct has long been envisaged by the current Airport Master Plan for Industrial Land 
Use and the use. 
 
Between 15 March to 15 May 2025, we asked our local community what they would like to see 
from the Hart Precinct’s Public Spaces (the area of Essendon Fields highlighted in the map 
below), via an online survey. 
 
Potential amenities for consideration included a café, public picnic areas and a playground, 
access options like walking and cycling paths, public transport services and road access 
between Strathmore and Essendon Fields. 
 
Essendon Fields received 106 responses to the survey, 87% of these from local residents. 
 
EAPL has recently undertaken two Community based information sessions on 1 September 
2025 to allow local residents the opportunity to ask questions and review proposed Lebanon 
Street and Arvon Road interface landscape works. 
 
Essendon Fields are sensitive to the impacts of onsite activity on the surrounding community 
and take all feedback seriously. Our highest priority has been responding to the key theme of 
improving screening along the Essendon Fields boundary on Lebanon Street, for which we 
received both direct and survey feedback. 
 
Essendon Fields have engaged a landscape design team to design an overall landscape and 
screening interface concept that takes into account the current site conditions which include the 
retarding basin that is being constructed onsite to manage stormwater, the existing Melbourne 
Water Easement, the Airport Wildlife Management Plan, safety and operational requirements of 
onsite tenants and feedback received from adjoining neighbors. 
 
These indicative landscape ideas were presented to neighbours located immediately across 
from the new development on Global Avenue in early September. Any permanent interface 
solutions will require internal, regulatory and permit approvals. As a short-term action whilst 
these processes are undertaken, temporary fencing is being installed across a 230-metre 
section of the site boundary to improve screening. 
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The September consultation sessions drew out a wide variety of views from residents and 
stakeholders, and individual comments are being considered alongside survey feedback as part 
of the overall process. 
 

 
7. Jet Curfew (Infrastructure) 

 
Current movements (April - June 2025) 
 
Total curfew movements were reported as 656, largely consistent with prior reporting periods.   
 

8. Aviation operations (EAPL 
 
EF aviation update 

 
Jason Rainbird provided an overview of the airport operations  
 
xxxxxxxxx 
 

 
9. Development Update (EAPL) 
 

BP provided a detailed update of planned new development across the airport. 
 
Key projects under development include: 
 

• Autex Warehouse – A new warehouse building to support the manufacture of acoustic 
panels at 121- 131 Global Avenue, Essendon Fields.  The site is relatively close to the 
site’s northern boundary and interface with Lebanon Street and residential properties 
and accordingly EAPL will carefully manage all stakeholders in particular relating to dust 
and noise.  Completion due August 2025.  
 

• Audi/Cupra – A new motor vehicle sales and service centre is under construction at 346 
Wirraway Road.  The project has an interface to the rear to residential properties 
separated by St Johns Lane.  Building has been delayed due to ABC approvals.  

 

• Toyota Dealership – A new Toyota dealership is proposed opposite the Audi site on 
Wirraway Road at 365-275 Wirraway Road. The existing Toyota dealership to the south 
of the site will be repositioned once the site is complete. Building well advanced and 
under construction - Completion due Q1 – 2026. 

 

• Hangar 83 – A new aviation facility is underway.  Early site works underway.  Ground 
works resulted in discovery of asbestos and have resulted in project delays. 

 

• Building 77-  A new building is proposed to the north of the existing Airport Terminal 
Building.  The building will be used as a gymnasium and veterinary clinic (used to 
relocate the existing vet facility from the terminal building). 

 
10. EF Master Plan (Planning Matters) 

 
Melbourne Airports third runway MDP approval, in particular condition 3 will require a noise 
sharing and airspace concept plan to be prepared.  This will inform how the runways at 
Essendon Fields are utilised and accordingly influence the ANEF.   
 
The preparation and timing of the Master Plan will be highly dependent on the Airspace Design 
requirements of the Melb Airport MDP. 
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11. Other Matters 

 
Terms of Reference 
 
RG noted that as part of his new chair role he is keen to investigate the current Terms of 
Reference and membership of the CACG.  Over the next few weeks Rod will be reviewing roles 
and membership.  
 

Meeting Closed 11.55am 

 

Next meeting will be held December 2025 @ 11:0am by videoconference / in EF Office 

(Chair – Rod Gurry) – (Please confirm if you will attend in the office or via Teams) 


