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Meeting Minutes – Essendon Fields Airport Community Aviation 
Consultation Group (CACG) 

 
Meeting held Friday 13th March 2026, at 1.30pm by Videoconference/Boardroom  
 
Members:  
 
Rod Gurry (RG - Office of Danny Pearson MP, Brendan Pihan (BP -EAPL), Jason Rainbird (JR-
EAPL), Brad Evans (BE - EAPL) Cr.Hamish Jones (HJ- Moonee Valley Council), Christine 
Campbell– Airservices Tim Gill (BK - Airservices Australia), May Li Foong (ML - Airservices) Braden 
Hartcher (BH- Dept of Infrastructure), Christine Campbell– Airservices. Jason Rainbird, (EAPL), 
Justin Helman (Community Member) ,Erica Turner (Community Member). 
 
 
Invited Guests:  
 
Nil  
 
Apologies: 

 
Christine Campbell – Airservices Australia 
 
1. Welcome 

 
Rod Gurry welcomed the committee and attendees to the CACG meeting.  
 
Today we welcome our two new community based members to the group. Justin Helman a 
retired air traffic controller of 43 years (Essendon) and Erica Turner a local Strathmore resident. 
We welcome their shared experience and local perspectives.   

 
2. Items arising from previous CACG minutes (14 September 2026) 

 
The minutes from the previous meeting held December 2025 were carried with no further 
discussion. 
 

3. Departmental Update  
 

• No update required. 
 
4. Noise Sharing Plan – Melbourne Airport – Third Runway   
 

• Meetings held in relation to ANEF assumptions for the third runway data not expected 
until mid-April at this stage resulting in a delay to the NSP. 

• EAPL consider MELB should be requested to consult on the impacts of airspace and 
operations to both airports not just MELB. 

• Need greater transparency and more info about proposed changes to Essendon Airport 
airspace 

 
 
5. Airservices Update  
 

Tim Gill from Airservices provided an update in relation to noise-based complaints.  Refer 
attached report. 
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• Aircraft movements steady. 
• 27 individual complaints 66 times 
• 16 new complaints (down from 32). 
• 24 suburbs recorded complaints (down from 35) – Essendon and Essendon North and 

Moonee Ponds – curfew based  
• Aircraft in your Neighbourhood – Continues to provide a tool to review movements etc/ 

assess complainants by suburb etc. 
 
 

6. Community Feedback/Concerns 
 

Cr Jones noted that he had not received any complaints from residents in relation to EAPL 
 
Rod Gurry provided an email to the group which had been received by MP Danny Pearson from 
a local resident noting that in her opinion there had been an increased in the number of noisy 
jets using the airport.   
 
EAPL will review and provide a response to the MP  
 
Complaints in relation to Autex in hand.  
 

 
7. Jet Curfew (Infrastructure) 

 
No data reported by Department 
 

8. Aviation operations (EAPL 
 
EF aviation update 

 
Jason Rainbird provided an overview of the airport operations.  
 

• EAPL current priority is preparing for the Casa surveillance audit next week which will be 
held over a 4 day period, 17 – 20 March. The audit includes an administrative review of 
process and procedures as well as a check of the airfield’s physical infrastructure vs 
CASA regulatory requirements 

• Projects – Major drainage works will be undertaken in the northern part of the airfield, 
primarily replacing and repairing legacy drainage infrastructure. This work is due to 
commence mid-April for a 4 week period. 

• The airfield has had all line marking refreshed over the last two months. 
• A review of fuel on site has indicated there are no current issues regarding capacity or 

resupply, however one of the suppliers has increased the price of Jet A1 by 0.70c a litre.  
• Major concrete pavement replacement works are also currently being finalised for the 

apron adjacent Hangar 1 and the Southern Apron area. These works are anticipated to 
commence following the completion of the Northern drainage works.  

 
 
9. Development Update (EAPL) 
 

BE provided a detailed update of planned new development across the airport. 
 
Key projects under development include: 

 
• Hangar 83 – Complete and operational with existing tenant Textron relocating from a 

sublease in Hangar 10. 
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• Building 77-  A new building is proposed to the north of the existing Airport Terminal 
Building.  The building will be used as a gymnasium and veterinary clinic (used to 
relocate the existing vet facility from the terminal building).  The regulatory approvals 
process is underway.  

 
• Screen Wall / Landscaping to Lebanon Street. EAPL noted that in response to 

community based concerns EAPL are currently developing a wall design which will 
respond to community based concerns. The wall is pending a Building Permit approval 
which is expected today. EAPL will continue to update residents via the website and in 
person as to when works will commence.  

 
 
10. EF Master Plan (Planning Matters) 

 
Melbourne Airports third runway MDP approval, in particular condition 3 will require a noise 
sharing and airspace concept plan to be prepared.  This is having an impact on EAPL’s  ability 
to prepare an ANEF.   
 
The preparation and timing of the Master Plan will be highly dependent on the Airspace Design 
requirements of the Melb Airport MDP.  EAPL is due to lodge the Master Plan by 29 January 
2027.  
 
At this stage EAPL will not have assumptions from Melb Airport until at lease mid-April 2026 
which are required to prepare our ANEF. 

 
11. Other Matters 

 
Community Grants 
 
BE noted that EAPL have been very busy with the Community Grants program and local 
connections into the community through sponsorship etc. 
 
$20k awarded in this round, split across 37 businesses 
 
Essendon Fields Pilates: 
 

• Essendon Fields are funding FREE Pilates classes for our tenant and local community 
• Tuesday morning and Thursday lunchtime. 
• Really well attended, and as long as the interest remains Essendon Fields will continue 

to fund these 
• Head to our website if you’d like to book to come along.  

 
 
Try A Trade: 
 
- Essendon Fields is one of the major sponsors for the Maribyrnong and Moonee Valley Local 

Learning and Employment Network upcoming expo – Try A Trade – on next week.  
- Try a Trade is a unique, FREE hands-on trades event designed to give young people the 

chance to explore a wide range of trades and vocations in a fun, interactive 
environment. We’ll be on site at Whitten Oval for two days next week along with a few of our 
major tenants: 

o Green By Nature 
o Eagers Automotive 
o Hyatt Place Melbourne Essendon Fields 
o DFO Essendon  
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Local Business Connect Networking Event: 
 

- Essendon Fields supports Hyatt Place Melbourne Essendon Fields monthly networking 
drinks, and we invite you to comer along! 

- An opportunity to build valuable connections and strengthen our business community. 
- The next one is Thursday 19 March and you can book via our website.  

 
Easter at Essendon Fields 
 
- Simply shop at Essendon Fields Central between Thursday 26 March and Wednesday 1 

April, spend $75 in a single day, then bring your receipts to our Easter Basket Station during 
redemption hours for a FREE Easter Surprise! 

- Easter Surprise is a personalised Easter basket with some Koko Black chocolate, seeds for 
Autumn planting and a Friction coffee voucher.  

- More info on our website.  
 

LaManna’s Easter Egg Hunt  
 
- The BIGGEST Easter Event to ever appear in the Fields is being hosted by LaManna in 

support of the Good Friday Appeal, and Essendon Fields are a major sponsor. 
- 3rd of April 2026 
- Tickets on sale now 
 
Earth Hour! 
 
- On Saturday 28 March from 8:30pm to 9.30pm, Earth Hour will take place across Australia 

and other parts of the world. 
- Essendon Fields will be actively supporting Earth Hour this year via the below actions: 

o Ensuring base building non-essential lighting and equipment is deactivated during 
Earth Hour 

o Engaging employees, customers and suppliers and encouraging participation 
- A number of businesses have also pledged their support, and we are continuing our 

outreach to gather move: 
o Matthews Steer 
o Leisure Heli Tours 
o Work safe  

 
King Island Classic  
 
EAPL is again sponsoring the King Island Golf classic to support the Make a Wish Foundation. 
 
Over the past years since being involved we have raised over 200k in funds for Make a Wish 
and continue this partnership this year with the next event to be held 14-15th March 2026. 
 
 
 
 
 
Essendon Fields Planning Coordination Forum 
 
Essendon Fields Airport (EAPL) hosted its first Planning Coordination Forum on Friday 27th 
February 2026.  
 
EAPL propose to regularly convene this Forum on a going basis (held quarterly) to strengthen 
connections and working relationships with our neighbouring local government areas and State 
Planning colleagues.  
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The forum was well attended with representation from the City of Moonee Valley Council, Merri 
Bek and Hume City Council as well as the State Department of Transport and Planning and 
Commonwealth Department of Infrastructure.  
 
Given the significant amount of building development in the suburbs, a lot of time spent on 
airspace protection – ensuring cranes and concrete pumps etc are approved and not 
penetrating our airspace. 
 
BE noted an example of a current development proposed on Keilor Road for an aged care 
centre and that while it is compliant with the objectives of the Keilor Road Niddrie Activity Centre 
it is at odds with our OLS (Prescribed Airspace). The sites development is a good example 
where Victorian Government Planning is at odds with the protection of Commonwealth airspace.  
 
 

Meeting Closed @ 12.09pm 
 

 
Our next CACG meeting will be held 19th June 2026.  


