
 
 
 
  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Minutes – Essendon Fields Airport  
Community Aviation Consultation Group 

(CACG) 
Meeting held Friday 19th June 2026, at 11.00am  

7 English Street, Essendon Fields by Videoconference/Boardroom 
 

Members:  
 
Ben Carrol MP,  Rod Gurry (RG - Office of Danny Pearson MP,  Brendan Pihan (BP -EAPL), Jason 
Rainbird (JR-EAPL), Brad Evans (BE - EAPL) Cr.Hamish Jones (HJ- Moonee Valley Council), 
Christine Campbell– Airservices Tim Gill (BK - Airservices Australia), May Li Foong (ML - 
Airservices) Braden Hartcher (BH- Dept of Infrastructure), Christine Campbell– Airservices, Justin 
Helman (Community Member), Erica Turner (Community Member) 
 
Invited Guests:  
 
Nadia Salajic (Essendon Fields), Hayden Grigg (Department), Joe Brisky MP (Member for 
Maribyrnong) 
 
Apologies: 
 

• Braden Hartcher – Department of Infrastructure 
• Justin Helman – Community Member  
• Chris Simpson (Office of Ben Carrol) Representative 
• Office of Peter Khalil MP  
• Hon Enver Erdogan MP due to cabinet planning day  
• Anthony Cianflone MP - Parliamentary Secretary for Community Safety  

 
1. Welcome 

 
Rod Gurry welcomed the committee and attendees to the CACG meeting and declared 
meeting open at 11.00 AM.   

 
2. Items arising from previous CACG minutes (13 March 2026) 

 

The minutes from the previous meeting held 13 March 2026 were carried with no further 
discussion. No comments minutes taken as read 

 
3. Departmental Update  
 

• No update or information shared hy Hayden Grigg of the Department.  
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4. Noise Sharing Plan – Melbourne Airport – Third Runway   
 

• Brad Evans (BE) and JR provided an overview of the current status of the Noise 
Sharing Plan (NSP), which outlines how aircraft noise associated with Melbourne 
Airport’s proposed third runway (M3R) will be managed and distributed across 
surrounding communities. 
 

• Progress on flight path modelling has been delayed, with Airservices Australia currently 
working through complex interactions between Melbourne Airport operations and 
surrounding airspace to better understand operational impacts. 
 

• In response to a query regarding impacts on Essendon Fields Airport, it was noted that 
over the past five years, impacts during Instrument Meteorological Conditions (IMC) 
have generally been minimal. However, some operational impacts have been 
observed, particularly affecting larger aircraft utilising Essendon’s Instrument Landing 
System (ILS). 

 
• Phase 2 of public consultation for the NSP is scheduled to occur between August and 

October 2026. This will be followed by Phase 3, anticipated to commence in mid to late 
2027, once flight paths have been further developed and simulated to test operational 
and safety implications. 
 

• The finalised NSP is expected to be submitted for Ministerial approval in late 2027 to 
early 2028. Following approval, Airservices Australia will undertake detailed design and 
safety validation processes. 
 

• The Melbourne Airport third runway is currently planned to be operational by 2031. 
 

5. Airservices Update  
 

Tim Gill from Airservices provided an update in relation to noise-based complaints.  Refer 
attached report. 
 
Provided a presentation to the CACG. 
 

• Aircraft movements are steady. 
• 38 individual complaints (38 new contacts and 32 new complaints) 
• 31 suburbs recorded complaints (Up from 24) – Essendon (4) and Moonee Ponds, Port 

Melbourne, St Kilda and Strathmore respectively 2.  
• Emergency services were the bulk of complaints we can’t do much with these mainly 

helicopters at night and some fixed wing-based issues. 
• Substantially lower complaints than other similar airports such as Bankstown or Para 

field. 
• Only 4 complaints relating to normal operations  JR queried what were the four 

complaints about? Tim Gill can look into and assess what these may be. 
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• Aircraft in your Neighborhood – Continues to provide a tool to review movements etc/ 
assess complainants by suburb etc.  

• Webtrak to be updated shortly with a new supplier and updating and improving the 
website and updated reporting. 
 

6. Community Feedback/Concerns 
 

• Brad Evans (BE) noted that the previous quarter had been notably quiet from a 
community feedback perspective. This outcome reflects the positive impact of tenant 
practices and the effectiveness of EAPL systems implemented to mitigate off-site 
impacts on surrounding residential areas. 
 

• On 28 May 2026, EAPL received a noise complaint from a resident on Lebanon Street 
regarding amplified music at approximately 1:54am. The matter was promptly 
investigated in consultation with the tenant, Autex. 
 

• Autex undertook an internal review and confirmed that a staff member had brought a 
personal speaker onto site and left a roller door open, resulting in the noise impact. 
The staff member was formally reprimanded, and all personnel were reminded of their 
responsibilities in maintaining good neighbour practices. 
 

• Cr Jones also noted that he has not received any community-related concerns or 
feedback from his constituents during this period, reinforcing the overall positive 
outcome. 

 
7. Jet Curfew (Infrastructure) 

 
No data reported or able to be provided by the Department and we will need to investigate the 
value of this data going forward and how we can access.    
 
TG of Airservices noted that he would aim to share a link to the site where data maybe 
obtained.  
 

8. Aviation operations (EAPL 
EF aviation update 
 
Jason Rainbird, GM Aviation provided an overview of the airport operations. Jason broadly 
noted that: 
 

• Aircraft movements at Essendon Fields Airport are currently tracking at approximately 
43,800 movements year-to-date, with activity remaining broadly consistent over the 
past eight years at around 50,000 movements annually. A slight softening in activity 
was observed in May, with movements decreasing by approximately 80–90 compared 
to the prior period. 
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• Operationally, the North–South runway experienced a temporary closure due to 
crosswind conditions, highlighting the ongoing influence of weather on airport 
operations and runway availability. 

 
• A major regulatory update is also underway, with several components of the Airports 

Act Regulations currently subject to sunsetting and review. Of particular importance are 
the Protection of Airspace Regulations, which serve as a critical tool in safeguarding 
airport operations from off-airport intrusions such as cranes and other tall structures. 

 
• From 1 April 2026, amendments aligned with International Civil Aviation Organization 

(ICAO) standards will take effect. These changes include the introduction of Primary 
and Secondary airspace classifications, enabling a more proactive approach to 
airspace management, supported by strengthened documentation and approval 
requirements. 

 

• In parallel, the Aerodrome Emergency Plan continues to guide the airport’s response to 
emergency situations, including incidents such as fuel spills. EAPL maintains close 
coordination with emergency response agencies to ensure preparedness and 
compliance with safety obligations. 

 
9. Development Update (EAPL) 
 

BE provided a detailed update of planned new development across the airport. 
 
Key projects under development include: 

 
• Building 77 -  A new building is proposed to the north of the existing Airport Terminal 

Building. The facility will accommodate a gymnasium and a veterinary clinic, with the 
latter enabling relocation of the current veterinary facility from within the terminal 
building. All regulatory approvals have been secured, and the former shed previously 
occupying the site has been demolished to facilitate construction. The project is now 
progressing toward delivery, with completion targeted for May 2027. 

 
• Screen Wall / Landscaping to Lebanon Street. Construction of the new facility is 

now underway, with wall construction progressing and both footings and cladding 
currently in progress. EAPL has maintained regular communication with local residents 
regarding these works, including letterbox drops and updates via the project website. 
Fence construction is expected to be completed by late June to early July, after which 
landscape works will commence. 

 

• Detention Basin –An enlarged on-site detention system is planned within the Hart 
Precinct to support stormwater management for the Hart Precinct Business Park. The 
upgraded system will improve the precinct’s ability to manage runoff and enhance 
overall drainage performance. Construction is scheduled to commence imminently. 
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• Closure of Northern Apron – Hangars 9, 10, 11 and 12 are being vacated, with 
environmental assessments underway in accordance with the Environmental 
Protection Regulations. This is an important step toward delivering the long-term vision 
set out in the 2013 Master Plan which seeks to develop the area with commercial type 
land uses. A key future outcome will be the closure of a redundant jet crossing, which 
currently restricts runway access, affects the user experience and creates operational 
constraints for aviation staff. 

 

• Sensitive Land Use – The Airport Lease includes several residential allotments 
located to the east of the airport in Strathmore. These sites are currently vacant and 
are formally occupied by aviation approach lighting infrastructure. EAPL has formally 
written to Minister King seeking approval to prepare and submit a Major Development 
Plan (MDP) application to facilitate the transition of these allotments to residential land 
use. We note that the use accords with the Airport Master Plan (2013) 

 
10. EF Master Plan (Planning Matters) 

 
• Master Plan is due for submission to the Department by 29 July 2027 following the 

approval of an extension of time from Minister King granted 11 May 2026.  
• The master plan will address Land Use, Environmental Strategy and Aircraft based 

noise. 
• Community consultation is expected to commence in Q1 2027. 
• EAPL to closely monitor and communicate with all stakeholders. 

 
 
11. Community Grants & Initiatives  

 
Nadia Salajic, General Manager Marketing, provided an overview of EAPL’s community-
focused activities. Nadia noted that EAPL has been actively engaged in delivering its 
Community Grants Program and strengthening local connections through sponsorships and 
other community initiatives. 

 
• Events – Free Community Pilates (ongoing every Tuesday and Thursday), Little Long Walk 

(upcoming – tickets on sale now), Local Business Connect free networking at Hyatt 
(ongoing – next event in July). All details are available on ef.com.au/whatson.  

• Fundraising grants – ongoing program providing support to local community groups and 
stimulating spend in on site businesses, next round closes 30 June with vouchers provided 
mid-July details at ef.com.au/about-us/fundraising/ 

• Sports sponsorships – ongoing commitment to AWFC Juniors, new commitments made 
to Strathmore FC juniors, soon to be announced junior basketball sponsorship for FY27.  

• Community sponsorships – support for Pilot Rose’s record-breaking flight as youngest 
female pilot to fly solo around Australia in support of Little Wings – EF major sponsor and 
facilitated takeoff and landing media events.  

• Business updates - new tenants open include Textron, Lexus and Zeekr. 
• Communications – we continue to keep residents updated on progress of interface 

treatment in Hart Precinct via regular newsletters, website updates and letter drop in May.  

https://ef.com.au/about-us/fundraising/
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12. Essendon Fields Planning Coordination Forum 
 

• EAPL hosted its inaugural Planning Coordination Forum on Friday, 27 February 2026, 
and intends to convene a second forum in July 2026. The forum included 
representation from Moonee Valley, Merri-bek and Hume City Councils, along with the 
Victorian Department of Transport and Planning and the Commonwealth Department 
of Infrastructure. 
 

• Given the significant level of development activity across surrounding suburbs, a key 
focus of the forum was airspace protection. This included ensuring that cranes, 
concrete pumps and other temporary structures receive appropriate approvals and do 
not penetrate protected airspace. 
 

• EAPL is already seeing positive outcomes from this engagement, particularly with 
Merri-bek City Council. Council has proactively engaged with EAPL regarding matters 
such as sporting field lighting upgrades, demonstrating improved coordination and an 
encouraging step toward protecting operational airspace. 

 
13. General Business 

 
Not Applicable  
 

Meeting Closed at 11.53am 
 

Our next CACG meeting will be held 18th September 2026 
 


