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Final Minutes – Essendon Fields Airport Community Aviation 
Consultation Group (CACG) 

 
Meeting held Friday 20 June 2025, at 11:00am by Videoconference/Boardroom  
 
Members:  
 
Rod Gurry (RG - Office of Danny Pearson MP, Frank Manti (Community Representative), Brendan 
Pihan (BP -EAPL), Kathy Craig (EAPL), Matt Marais (MM-EAPL), Brad Evans (BE - EAPL) 
Cr.Hamish Jones (HJ- Moonee Valley Council), Frank Manti (FM - Community Representative) 
Christine Campbell– Airservices Tim Gill (BK - Airservices Australia), May Li Foong (ML - 
Airservices) Braden Hartcher (BH- Dept of Infrastructure), Christine Campbell– Airservices. 
 
Invited Guests:  
 
Justin Jenkinson, Christopher Gleeson (Dept of Infrastructure)  
 
Apologies: 
Danny Pearson MP, Braden Hartcher (Dept of Infrastructure) 
Matt Marais – Attending the City of Melbourne Fly Neighbourly meeting with the East Melbourne 
Group. 
 
1. Welcome 

 
Brad Evans welcomed the committee and attendees to the CACG meeting for 2025.  

 
Apologies for the meeting included are noted above.  

 
2. Items arising from previous CACG minutes (14 March 2025) 

 
The minutes from the previous meeting held 14 March 2025 were carried- no discussion. 
Cr.Jones note that he had received some feedback from residents along Lebanon Street as to 
what the boundary interface might look like when it is completed.  He had noted to residents 
that it is a work in progress and still being explored.  
 

3. Departmental Update  
 

• No update required. 
 
4. Noise 

 
Tim Gill from Airservices provided an update in relation to noise-based complaints.  Refer 
attached report. 
 

• Aircraft movements steady. 
• 43 individual complaints from 46 contacts. 
• 32 new complainants (down from 37). 
• 35 suburbs recorded complaints 
• Aircraft in your Neighbourhood – Continues to provide a tool to review movements etc/ 

assess complainants by suburb etc. 
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5. Community Feedback/Concerns 
 

EAPL have not had any communications with local residents since the last CACG Meeting. This 
is a really positive step demonstrating more stringent on site management particularly to those 
residents which interface with the Hart Precinct.    

 
6. Jet Curfew (Infrastructure) 

 
Current movements (January- March 2025) 
 
Total curfew movements were reported as 687, largely consistent with prior reporting periods.   
 

7. Aviation operations (EAPL 
 
EF aviation update 

 
In Matt Marais absence BE provided an overview of the airport operations update on Matts 
behalf.  
 
Key points being as follows: 

 
Safety, Security & Compliance 
Airfield Security Culture 
 
• Security remains a top priority across the precinct. 

 
o Recent Department of Home Affairs audit. Identified 6 findings, 3 to do with VIC 

Issuing management and 3 to do with regulatory signage. The VIC Issuing process 
has been revised to correct all 3 findings and new regulatory signs are on the way. 

 
Environmental Protection Culture 
 
• Update on recent incident.  
• We’re recommending tenants develop an Operational Environmental Management Plan to 

guide daily activities. 
• Brendan presented on this item at the recent Airport User Group. 

 
Emergency Preparedness – AEP Exercise 
• Recent desktop exercise tested three scenarios: 

 
o Aircraft accident 
o Armed offender (airside/landside) 
o Landside protest event 

 
• Strong participation from emergency services—highlighting the strength of our partnerships. 
• Campaign launching soon: “Proud To Be The Runway For Victoria’s Bravest”—stories and 

images to be shared on social media. 
 

Airport Works & Maintenance 
Pavement & Drainage Upgrades (FY25) 
 
• Recent works include: 

 
o Joint sealing on Taxiway H and Bays 31–36 (5,000m). 
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o Crack sealing on both runways and Taxiway N (25,000m). 
o Drainage improvements in the south-west airfield and northern Runway 17/35. 
o Concrete and asphalt repairs on Taxiways B and D. 
o Minimal operational disruption—thanks to support from ATC and operators. 

 
• Upcoming works - Swale improvements planned for Runway 08/26. 

 
Advocacy for General Aviation (GA) 
ATC Tower Line-of-Sight Constraints 
 
• Line-of-sight issues limit aviation growth outlined in 2013 Master Plan. 

 
• EF and Airservices Australia exploring solutions: 

 
o Digital Aerodrome Services (DAS) 
o Visual Surveillance Systems (VSS) 
o New tower 
o Procedural solutions 
o Reclassification of services 

 
• Ongoing advocacy for a clear resolution and delivery timeline. 

 
 

8. Development Update (EAPL) 
 

BE provided a detailed update of planned new development across the airport. 
 
Key projects under development include: 
 

• Autex Warehouse – A new warehouse building to support the manufacture of acoustic 
panels at 121- 131 Global Avenue, Essendon Fields.  The site is relatively close to the 
site’s northern boundary and interface with Lebanon Street and residential properties 
and accordingly EAPL will carefully manage all stakeholders in particular relating to dust 
and noise.  Completion due August 2025.  
 

• Audi/Cupra – A new motor vehicle sales and service centre is under construction at 346 
Wirraway Road.  The project has an interface to the rear to residential properties 
separated by St Johns Lane.  Building has been delayed due to ABC approvals.  

 
• Toyota Dealership – A new Toyota dealership is proposed opposite the Audi site on 

Wirraway Road at 365-275 Wirraway Road. The existing Toyota dealership to the south 
of the site will be repositioned once the site is complete. Building well advanced and 
under construction - Completion due Q1 – 2026. 

 
• Hangar 83 – A new aviation facility is underway.  Early site works underway.  Ground 

works resulted in discovery of asbestos and have resulted in project delays. 
 
9. EF Master Plan (Planning Matters) 

 
Melbourne Airports third runway MDP approval, in particular condition 3 will require a noise 
sharing and airspace concept plan to be prepared.  This will inform how the runways at 
Essendon Fields are utilised and accordingly influence the ANEF.   
 
The preparation and timing of the Master Plan will be highly dependent on the Airspace Design 
requirements of the Melb Airport MDP. 
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Meeting scheduled with Melb Airport 26.06.25 to discuss the Noise Sharing Plan and program 
to develop.  
 
 

10. Other Matters 
 
Appointment of Independent CACG Chair 
 
Rod Gurry has been appointed by Essendon Fields as independent chair of the CACG 
meetings going forward.   
 
Advocacy Victorian Planning Authority/ Department of Planning  
 
Planning controls for the activity centres for North Essendon and Niddrie are now in the VPP’s. 
The controls are silent in relation to the protection of Essendon Airport Operations.  EAPL will 
continue to lobby and advocate for the inclusion of appropriate planning controls in the VPP’s.  
Meeting to be convened with State Planning Department.  
 
 

Meeting Closed 12:05am 
 

Next meeting will be held 12 September 2025 @ 11:0am by videoconference / in EF Office 
(Chair – Rod Gurry) – (Please confirm if you will attend in the office or via Teams) 


