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Minutes – Essendon Airport Community Aviation Consultation Group 
Meeting held on Friday June 17, 2016 at 10.30 am @ Essendon Fields House  
 
Members:  Cr Jan Chantry (MVCC), Danny Pearson MP, Chris Cowan (EAPL), Graeme 
Ware (EAPL), Kevin Walsh (Community representative), Frank Manti (Community 
representative).  
  
Invited Guests: Cris Cano (DIRD), Lance Turner (DIRD), Chris Bren-Clarke (Airservices 
Australia), Ben King (Airservices Australia), Rhiannon Eddy (Airservices Australia), Rory 
Kennedy (EAPL) 
 
1. Welcome – Jan Chantry (Chair) the Chairperson welcomed the committee and 

attendees. 
 

2. Apologies Kelvin Thomson MP. - Kelvin Thomson is retiring from politics and will not 
contest the July 2 federal election. The new member for Wills will be known after the 
election. Jan Chantry to send a letter of thanks to Kelvin Thomson for his contributions 
to the CACG. 

 
3. Items arising from previous CACG minutes (March 11, 2016) 

The minutes from the previous meeting were accepted. 
 

4. Special Agenda Item – AEO invite to present on the role of the AEO. 
Cris Cano will seek a representative from the Airport Infrastructure Regulation office of 
the Department, to be invited to attend the September meeting.  

 
5. Letter from MVCC re Hart Precinct works 

Council’s letter to EAPL dated 12 May 2016 identified areas where Council wishes to 
see further action in regard to the management of Essendon Airport. A copy of the letter 
and EAPL’s response is attached with the minutes. 
 
Frank Manti raised the following issues with EAPL’s response: 
 Air monitoring results not timely: 

o Chris Cowan advised the interesting results caused delays in finalisation of 
the report. 

o Mr Manti requested EAPL monitors results and actions monthly. 
o It was agreed that dust monitors will not continue through winter. Reinstated 

in consultation with the CACG. 
 Dust cloth at the perimeter fence is unsightly and not necessary 

o EAPL to remove the remaining cloth 
 Damage Claims from residents 

o Mr Manti advised residents believe their claims have not been assessed 
fairly (e.g. replacement of A/C filters rejected). Mr Manti is disappointed with 
the reasoning behind the rejections. 

o Chris Cowan advised EAPL has a process in place to review issues and 
respond. 

o It was agreed EAPL would meet with Mr Manti and Jan Chantry to discuss in 
further detail. 

 Helicopter training 
o Mr Manti noted helicopter training had ceased since MW works commenced.  
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o Graeme Ware advised this is not related, as training demand is seasonal and 
drops off over winter. EAPL and Airservices have met with the operator to 
reiterate the issues with flying over homes. 

 Landscaping 
o Improvements to general tidiness were noted. 
o EAPL will consult with the CACG regarding permanent landscaping planned 

for after Melbourne Water’s pipeline works are completed. 
 

6. Current and Proposed Developments Chris Cowan gave an update: 
 
Hart Precinct Hangars The first two hangars are on track to be occupied by 
September. A third hangar is being marketed for lease. 
 
Hotel and Events Centre The hotel is scheduled to open March 2017. The Australian 
Events Centre is scheduled to open in November 2016 and will be Melbourne’s fourth 
largest events centre. 

 
AutoCentro Stage 3 Three dealerships are under construction and almost complete 
(Kia, Subaru and Hyundai). 

 
6 English Street Office Construction is due to be completed by Christmas. The project 
is 75% leased and will add over 250 jobs to the Airport. 

 
iFly indoor skydiving Construction has commenced. 

 
Redevelopment of Terminal Building EAPL is seeking leasing pre-commitments prior 
to commencing works. 

 
Second Fuel Depot EAPL is selecting a party to operate a second aviation fuel depot. 

 
Private Hospital 

• EAPL will select an operator via an Expression of Interest (EOI) process, 
commencing 30 June 2016. 

• The project is likely to be a staged development, with the first stage comprising 
approximately 100 beds. 

• Estimated 3 months to select a preferred operator, then the consultation process 
for the Major Development Plan and Master Plan will commence. 

 
Automotive Training Facility EAPL submitted a proposal to meet a tenant’s 
requirement. If successful, the development will offer approximately 21 training modules 
for automotive mechanics, located within a heritage hangar. 

 
English Street Bridge Closure The bridge is to be demolished and replaced as part of 
the CityLink Tullamarine Freeway widening works. Forecast to be closed for 6 weeks 
from 4/1/2017. EAPL is working with VicRoads and Lendlease to mitigate the impacts. 

 
7. Hart Precinct – Melbourne Water Project 

Graeme Ware gave an update regarding Melbourne Water’s replacement of two major 
pipelines within the Airport. Construction has commenced is being undertaken in careful 
and well-planned stages around aviation infrastructure. 
 
There has been good communication from Melbourne Water with residents. 
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Kevin Walsh advised a noise complaint had been received from a resident of Fullarton 
Road, Airport West. Chris Cowan advised this could be Melbourne Water or VicRoads. 
EAPL is not doing any night works. 
 
Frank Manti noted complaints were received from residents early one morning. EAPL’s 
airside safety officers investigated and verified the noise was not from airport 
developments and was likely Freeway works. 
 
Night works are likely to continue in the Freeway around Essendon Airport for the 
remainder of the project. 
 

8. Noise Management 
Rhiannon Eddy presented data for January, February & March 2016 (Quarter 1) – refer 
attached. The full report is published online: 
http://www.airservicesaustralia.com/publications/noise-reports/noise-reports/  
 
Movements The data for March 2016 is not available. Aircraft movement numbers at 
Essendon Airport are relatively constant between 4,000 and 5,000 per month and 
generally consistent with 3 year average figures. 

 
Complaints The number of complaints for Q1 totaled 28, an increase of 8 from the 
previous quarter. Complaints were mostly regarding altitude, increase in movements and 
ground running. 

  
Ben King advised that prevailing weather conditions are unusual at present, as 
approximately 90% of winds have been northerly. Aircraft need to arrive from the south 
and are therefore flying lower over the southern end of the airfield. 
 
Kevin Walsh noted a big improvement in Air Ambulance noise. Noise from Police Air 
Wing operations has also improved. 
 
Aero Commanders 
Chris Cowan gave an update on discussion with the Aviation Noise Ombudsman (ANO) 
regarding Aero Commander aircraft which create the greatest fixed-wing noise issue at 
Essendon.  
 
A meeting was held with the operator GAM, EAPL, MVCC and the Deputy ANO. The 
operator is behaving responsibly and the ANO thanked EAPL for arranging the meeting. 
Mr Cowan noted that GAM would be entitled to operate the Aero Commander aircraft 
during curfew if it chose to. EAPL will bring any further developments to the CACG’s 
attention. 
Jan Chantry requested that Council be kept informed if curfew flights are proposed to 
commence. 

 
Fly Neighborly Agreement (FNA) – Graeme Ware advised there are 24 signatories to 
the Agreement. Graeme to discuss the FNA with JetGo, which is commencing 
operations with an Embraer 135 small jet in July. 
 
Kevin Walsh suggested notice boards be placed in the terminal building listing the 
operators that have agreed to the FNA and a link to the website. Graeme Ware agreed 
to consult with the operators regarding this proposal and report back to the CACG. 

 
 

http://www.airservicesaustralia.com/publications/noise-reports/noise-reports/
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9. Aviation Update Chris Cowan gave an update: 
• JetGo  

o Dubbo to Essendon three time per week, commencing 3 July 2016. All daylight 
flights. 

o The aircraft is an Embraer 135 jet weighing 20 tonnes, which triggers security 
screening of passengers and baggage. 

o Rory Kennedy has sought noise date for the aircraft and will present at the next 
meeting. 
 

• Regional and Tourism 
o EAPL is talking to Regional Development Victoria and tourism operators. 
o Currently only 1% of inbounds tourists to Victoria visit regional locations. A lack 

of airstrips near tourist attractions is a major limiter. 
 

• Airport Name Change to City Airport 
o EAPL has support from operators and industry for the change. The Essendon 

name would remain in aviation documents. 
o City Airport reflects: the urban environment, lack of understanding of the role of 

Emergency Services, Regional Services & Corporate jet operations & perception 
that the Airport is closing. 

o EAPL has written to DIRD, which is currently reviewing the request. 
o Frank Manti supports the name change. 
o Jan Chantry expressed concerns that some residents are passionate about 

Essendon for historic reasons. Jan will publish in the Valley Views and discuss 
with the community. 

 
• Proposed 3rd Runway, Melbourne Airport 

o EAPL is seeking to be more engaged in consultation, to identify impacts on 
Essendon operators and the ANEF. 

o No information on impacts has been provided by Melbourne Airport to date. 
o EAPL anticipates more meaningful consultation. 

 
• Open Day, 1 May 2016 

o The event was held in partnership with Rotary and attended by over 7000 
visitors. Based on the level of community interest, EAPL plans to hold an open 
day every two years. 

 
10. Other Business 

 
• Terms of Reference (ToR) 

o ToR has not been revisited since the Group was established in 2009. 
o RK to prepare a draft ToR for discussion at the next meeting. 

 
• Sale of VicRoads land, 251-309 Mascoma Street, Strathmore Heights (see attached) 

o VicRoads has sold land at the above address, which is zoned Residential but 
sits inside the ANEF 30 contour and is therefore unacceptable for residential 
development pursuant to AS2021. 

o EAPL wrote to VicRoads and Council regarding the sale and has erected public 
notices adjacent to the land advising that emergency services aircraft operate 
from the area 24/7. 

o EAPL will review the details of any planning application, when available. 
 

Meeting Closed at 12.00pm 
 

Next Meeting will be held Friday September 9, 2016 @ 10.30am 
(Chair – Danny Pearson MP)  
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4.5 Essendon Airport
Figure 23 shows aircraft arrival / departure movements at Essendon Airport for the 
12 month period to the end of Quarter 1 of 2016. The data point for March 2016 has 
been removed due to uncompleted data processing at the time the report was run. 
The chart also includes 3-year averages from April 2012 to March 2015.

The movements in the graph are based on arrival/departures at the airport and have 
excluded circuits. This is due to the difficulty in accurately reporting on the number of 
circuits at the airport.

Figure 23: Aircraft movements to Essendon Airport to Quarter 1 of 2016
(and three-year averages for each month from April 2012 to March 2015)

Key points shown in Figure 23 are:
The majority of operations at Essendon Airport are general aviation and 
there is no circuit training at the airport. 
Movement numbers at Essendon Airport are relatively constant between
4,000 and 5,000 per month. 

Essendon Airport has a curfew, which restricts operations between 11.00pm and 
6.00am to provide noise relief to residents near the airport. The details of restrictions 
at Essendon Airport can be found in the Air Navigation (Essendon Airport) 
Regulations 2001. This does not mean that all operations at the airport cease during 
these hours. In line with the Regulations, the Federal Minister for Infrastructure and 
Regional Development determines which types of movements are permitted.

Figure 24 shows curfew movements by category at Essendon Airport for the 12 
month period to the end of Quarter 1 of 2016.
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Figure 25 shows the runways used during the curfew movements at Essendon 
Airport for the 12 month period to the end of Quarter 1 of 2016.

Exceptions to curfew restrictions set out in the Regulations include:
Propeller aircraft that are less than 8618 kg (shown as ‘approved’ in Figure 
24).
Other aircraft less than 8618 kg which comply with noise standards known as 
the 90/95 rule (approved).
Helicopters that meet ICAO Annex 16 Volume 1 Chapter 8 or 11 noise 
standards (approved).
Aircraft involved in emergencies.
Aircraft which have taxi clearance prior to the start of the curfew but are yet 
to take off.

More detail on curfew restrictions is available on the website of the Department for 
Infrastructure and Regional Development at 
http://www.infrastructure.gov.au/aviation/environmental/curfews/EssendonAirport/ind
ex.aspx

Figure 24: Essendon Curfew Movement Category (11.00pm to 6.00am) 
for the 12 month period to the end of Quarter 1 of 2016.

Key points shown by Figure 24 are:
During Quarter 1 of 2016 February and March movements were above the 
three-year average during curfew hours.
The majority of night-time movements are involved in emergency operations 
(e.g. police or air ambulance).
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Figure 25: Runway usage for curfew movements (11.00pm to 06.00am) 
at Essendon Airport for the 12 month period to the end of Quarter 1 of 2016.

Key points shown by Figure 25 are:
Police and emergency services primarily use helicopters, which account for 
more than a third of all curfew movements. These are based towards the 
northern end of the main runway.
During the curfew, over the course of the year, the cross runway (08-26) is 
used slightly more than the main runway (17-35).
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Table 1: Recorded Melbourne Airport Complainants by Suburb, Quarter 1 of 2016

Melbourne Airport
Suburb Q2 2015 Q3 2015 Q4 2015 Q1 2016

Keilor 4 3 2 8
Keilor Park 1 1 1 5
St Albans 4 4 1 6
West Footscray 1 5 3 1
All Other Complainants 35 32 36 51
Total Complainants 45 45 43 71

Table 2: Recorded Avalon Airport Complainants by Suburb, Quarter 1 of 2016

Avalon Airport
Suburb Q2 2015 Q3 2015 Q4 2015 Q1 2016

All Other Complainants 1 0 0 3
Total Complainants 1 0 0 3

Table 3: Recorded Essendon Airport Complainants by Suburb, Quarter 1 of 2016

Essendon Airport
Suburb Q2 2015 Q3 2015 Q4 2015 Q1 2016

All Other Complainants 34 24 20 28
Total Complainants 34 24 20 28

Table 4: Recorded Moorabbin Airport Complainants by Suburb, Quarter 1 of 2016

Moorabbin Airport
Suburb Q2 2015 Q3 2015 Q4 2015 Q1 2016

Dingley Village 7 10 6 11
Mordialloc 3 1 1 5
All Other Complainants 21 24 29 26

Total Complainants 31 35 36 42

Table 5: Recorded Point Cook Airport Complainants by Suburb, Quarter 1 of 2016

Point Cook
Suburbs Q2 2015 Q3 2015 Q4 2015 Q1 2016

Point Cook 13 10 7 0
All other Complainants 0 2 1 0

Total Complainants 13 12 8 0

The key points shown in Table 1 to Table 5 are:
Overall complainant numbers associated with Melbourne Airport increased from 43 in 
Quarter 4 2015, to 71 in Quarter 1 2016. Issues raised by complainants included 
Runway selection, night time flights and increased frequency of flights.
Point Cook Airport had a reduction in the number of complainants, while Moorabbin,
Essendon and Avalon Airports had increases in the number of complainants.
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251-309 Mascoma Street ,Strathmore Heights
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