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Minutes – Essendon Fields Airport Community Aviation Consultation Group (CACG) 
Meeting held Friday September 6, 2019 at 10.30am @ Essendon Fields House  
 
Members:  Brendan Pihan (EAPL), Cr Narelle Sharpe, Frank Manti (Community Representative), 
Joe Stroud (Community Representative) 
  
Invited Guests: Cindy McTaggart (Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Cities and Regional 
Development) (Infrastructure), Sarah Tink (Infrastructure), Chris Bren-Clarke (Airservices Australia), 
Rory Kennedy (EAPL). 
 
1. Welcome – Rory Kennedy (Chair standing in for Danny Pearson MP) welcomed the 

committee and attendees. 
Apologies were received from:  
 Danny Pearson MP 
 Kevin Walsh (community representative) 
 Ben King (Airservices Australia) 
 Colin Fort (EAPL) 

 
Kevin Walsh has retired from the CACG, having first joined in September 2011 as Mr Bill 
Shorten’s community appointment. Mr Walsh made significant contributions to the Group, such 
as the development of the Community Information Booklet. 
 
Joe Stroud has joined the group as Mr Shorten’s appointed community representative. Mr 
Stroud is a local resident and Office Manager for Bill Shorten MP. 
 
Action: EAPL will write to Kevin Walsh on behalf of the CACG to thank him for his contributions. 
 

 
2. Items arising from previous CACG minutes (June 14, 2019) 

The minutes from the previous meeting were accepted. 

Update regarding actions arising from previous meeting: 
(3c) Airservices will advise when further information about timing [of temporary noise monitoring 
in Strathmore] is available. 
Airservices has responded - see item 3b below. 

(8a) CACG members to provide comments on any additional matters that they would like the 
CACG to focus on during FY2019-20. Comments should be provided to EAPL by 15 July 2019.   
For discussion - see item 8(a) below. 

 
3. Noise 

a) Airservices Reports 
Chris Bren-Clarke (CBC) provided updates from Airservices (attached). 

The link to the online reporting is  
http://www.airservicesaustralia.com/aircraftnoise/airports/ 

 
Noise data for Q2, April – June 2019 
Increased helicopter activity will occur in the areas surrounding Flemington Racecourse during 
the spring racing carnival. Airservices has implemented noise minimisation measures, such as 
helicopters tracking the river wherever possible. 
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The Noise Complaints and Information Service received contact from 43 complainants in Q2 
2019, an increase from 40 complainants in the previous quarter. For the same period last year 
there were 36 complainants recorded. 
 
Issues: 
 Helicopters (emergency services and standard operations): 20 complainants 
 Night movements: 10 complainants 
 General aviation traffic: 5 complainants 
 Curfew operations: 3 complainants 
 Ground running of engines: 1 complainant 
 Noise monitor request: 1 complainant 
 Other: 1 complainant reported an unusual aircraft noise 

 
Emergency services were of concern to 20 complainants, under a variety of issues. 
 
Strathmore recorded the most complainants with 5 reports. 2 were affected by curfew 
movements and 2 affected by helicopters. 1 resident requested a noise monitor.  
 
Hampton recorded 3 complainants affected by aircraft conducting a survey in the early hours of 
the morning. 
 
In Richmond, 2 complainants were affected by helicopters conducting airwork. 
 
The remaining suburbs recorded a single complainant. 
 
b) Response from Airservices –Temporary noise monitor in Strathmore 

 
The CACG noted the response received from Airservices (attached). A temporary noise monitor 
in Strathmore will commence 7 October 2019 for three months. 
 
Action: Airservices will advise when the results will be received. 
 
c) Melbourne Airport Runway Development Program 
 
Discussion regarding Melbourne Airport’s announcement that it is reviewing its selection of an 
east-west runway as the next runway to be built. 
 
Action: EAPL to consider inviting a Melbourne Airport representative to the next two CACG 
meetings. 

 
4. Jet Curfew (Infrastructure) 

a) Current movements (May to July 2019) 
See attached summary. 
 
 730 movements conducted by Victoria Police and Air Ambulance Victoria using 

helicopters and propeller driven aircraft. 
 There were also 25 movements declared as emergencies conducted by small jet 

aircraft. 
 12 exempt propeller driven aircraft which are permitted under the Air Navigation 

(Essendon Fields Airport) Regulations 2018. 
 

5. Aviation operations update (EAPL) 
Passenger movements were approximately 2500 for the month, down 500. 
Sharpe airlines has commenced a new Griffith service and discontinued Warrnambool services. 
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6. Development Update (EAPL) 
a) iFly Indoor Skydiving, Burns Street 
The tenant plans to open for business in September. 
 
b) Hangar 82 Redevelopment, Bristol Street 
Planning is underway for the redevelopment of hangar 82 and the adjacent car wash, to be 
replaced with a larger hangar. 
 
c) Automotive Regional Office and Training Centres, Earhart Court 
Planning underway for the development of a regional head office and training centres for two 
European car manufacturers, to be located adjacent to the existing Kia Regional Office.  
EAPL will notify adjoining residents. 
 
d) High-Tech Industrial, Challenger Court (Hart Precinct) 
Plans well-advanced for the construction of a second high-tech office warehouse, adjacent to 
the recently completed Suncorp facility. Construction estimated to commence October 2019. 

 
7. Master Plan and Major Development Plan (MDP) matters (EAPL) 

a) Master Plan 2019 
The draft Master Plan was lodged with the Minister 29 July 2019. 
 
37 written comments were received, which EAPL gave due regard to in its submission to the 
Minister. 
 

 
b) ARC Office Major Development Plan (MDP) 
The last day for written comments to be received was 22 August 2019. 
 
EAPL is currently having regard to the written comments received and preparing the draft MDP 
for lodgment with the Minister. 

  
8. Other business 

a) Stakeholder Engagement Activities Annual Report 2018-19 
Frank Manti has provided comments on the document. 

 
Action: Rory Kennedy and Frank Manti to discuss the Annual Report before the next meeting. 
 
b) Next meeting – proposal to reschedule 
It was agreed that the next meeting will be rescheduled to Friday 6 December. 
 
c) Other 
Brendan Pihan advised: 
 EAPL has entered into a 5 year works in kind agreement with the YMCA Bridge Project. 
 A deal has been struck with the Royal Flying Doctor Service to relocate into a newly 

refurbished premises within an existing hangar. 
 Upgrade works commencing to the Niddrie Gymnastics tenancy. 

 
Meeting Closed 11:35am 

Next meeting will be held Friday December 6, 2019 @ 1pm 
(Chair – EAPL GM Aviation, Colin Fort)  
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m̀̀ hǸB<�!
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Airservices Australia Response to Essendon CACG action item meeting 14 June 2019  

 

Dear Mr Fort 

Action item: Airservices will advise when further information regarding the timing of the temporary noise monitor. 

Airservices has a proposed installation zone for the temporary noise monitor as requested by the Essendon CACG. 
Airservices will be attempting to install the temporary noise monitor in the same location as the one we provided in 
2012. If this is not available, due to siting requirements or the landowner does not provide permission, placement in 
the nearby residential area will be undertaken. Either to the north east or north west. 

The noise monitor will be visible on WebTrak from 7 October 2019 for a period of three months. 

We have provided a copy of the proposed are for you below. We have also included this information in our 
presentation for the meeting of the 6th of September. 

 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Jenny Welsh 

National Noise Complaints and Information Service Senior Investigator 

Airservices Australia 

_________________________________________________________ 



Disclaimer 
the information contained in this document is for information purposes and is indicative only. Aircraft movements and flight paths are affected by variable 
factors such as weather, separation requirements and congestion at relevant airports, and can therefore change without notice. While Airservices Australia has 
taken reasonable steps to ensure the accuracy of this information, Airservices Australia makes no warranty or representation that it is current, accurate or 
complete. Information required for operational purposes must be checked against original sources. Contact the relevant section of Airservices Australia for more 
information, or obtain the appropriate Airservices publication.  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
Copyright © [2007] 

This work is protected by copyright.  The information contained in any track display may only be used by the party requesting this information (“You”) and not 
by any other person.  You may download, display, print and reproduce this work in unaltered form (retaining this notice) only for your non-commercial, personal 
use or non-commercial use within your organisation.  You may not otherwise reproduce, transmit, publish or communicate this work or any part of it by any 
means.  Commercial use of any part of this work (including use, reproduction, transmission, publication or communication for a commercial purpose, or as part 
of providing a commercial service) is strictly prohibited.  Apart from any other use as permitted under the Copyright Act 1968, all other rights are reserved. 
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AIRCRAFT OPERATIONS DURING ESSENDON FIELDS AIRPORT CURFEW 

May to July 2019 

SUMMARY 

Dispensations 
approved 

Pre-curfew Taxi 
Clearance 

Emergency & 
Search/Rescue 
Movements 

Permitted 
Helicopter 
Movements 

Permitted 
Propeller 
Driven 
Aircraft 

0 0 755 0 12 
 

Movements 

 There were a total of 767 movements at Essendon Fields Airport between 1 May to 31 July 2019.   

 

Dispensations Approved by the Department 

 There were no dispensations requested during the above period. 

 

 
Pre‐curfew Taxi Clearance 

 No aircraft received pre‐curfew taxi clearance.  
 

Emergencies/Search and Rescue 

 There were 730 emergency movements conducted by the Victorian Police and the Victorian Air 

Ambulance using helicopters and propeller driven aircraft. 

 There were also 25 movements declared as emergencies conducted by small jet aircraft (15 arrivals 

and 10 departures).  

 
 
Other Permitted Aircraft Movements 

 There were 12 propeller driven aircraft movements. These aircraft included: 
o 5 x Beech 200’s; 3 x Piper Navajo’s; 2 x Pilatus PC‐12’s; 1 x Beechcraft Baron and 1 x Piper 

Seminole. 
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