
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Essendon Fields Airport is operated by Essendon Airport Pty Ltd (EAPL). 

 

EAPL holds a long term lease from the Commonwealth over the Airport Site (including the 

Essendon Fields commercial precinct) and is the Airport Operator for Essendon Fields Airport 

pursuant to the Airports Act 1996. 

 

Community Aviation Consultation Groups (CACGs) provide the community with a mechanism to 

engage with airport operators and aviation businesses on the operations, development and impact 

of their airports.  

 

CACGs give the community a pathway to engage early on any matters that impact the community, 

including safety, aircraft noise, land use planning and site development. CACGs are intended to 

work alongside other consultation processes led by the airport, including planning coordination 

forums, and to complement the consultative requirements for Airport Master Plans and Major 

Development Plans under the Airports Act 1996. 

 

The Terms of Reference have been developed having regard to the Community Aviation 

Consultation Group (CACG) Guidelines | Version: 1.4 (Revised November 2025). 

 

  

1. Role and Purpose  
  

The role of the Essendon Airport CACG is: 

 

• To work collaboratively with the local community on airport  planning, development and 

operations, and related impacts and opportunities. CACG meetings provide a  forum for 

open discussion between members, representatives from key participating organisations 

and airport operators.   

 

• Encourage open channels of communication, engage genuinely and promptly to allow 

meaningful input and early issue resolution, and work to prevent misinformation and 

unnecessary misunderstandings between the community and the airport.  

 

The CACG is for consultation purposes only and is not a decision-making body. 

The terms of reference will be reviewed by EAPL, in consultation with CACG members, every three 

years. 
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2. Matters the CACG May Consider 
 

The CACG may discuss matters pertaining to: 

• Impacts of existing development and operations at the airport 

• Plans for future development (including Major Development Plans) and steps being taken 

to implement the airport’s Master Plan or develop a new plan 

• Proposals to increase or change aviation services 

• Noise (including aircraft noise) and environmental issues 

• Ground transport and access issues • access issues for passengers, including people with 

disabilities 

• Planning, regulatory, and policy changes affecting the airport 

• Improvements or changes to airport facilities 

• Airport procedures for effective complaints-handling 

• Reports from Airservices Australia and the Civil Aviation Safety Authority on issues 

affecting the community 

• The contribution of the airport to the local, regional and national economy, and  

• Strategies to ensure the broader community is informed of issues discussed in the CACG. 

 

3. Membership 
 

Membership of the CACG is by invitation only, at the discretion of the Airport CEO, and will 

generally comprise:  

 

• Two local resident representatives;  

• Representatives from Airservices Australia;  

• Local Members of Parliament and Council (Federal: Maribyrnong, Wills; State: Essendon, 

Niddrie,Pascoe Vale ; Local: Moonee Valley);  

• Planning department heads from local councils;  

• Representatives from the Federal Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional 

Development, Communications, the Arts and Sport;  

• Those EAPL executives necessary to comment on matters being brought before the 

Committee.  
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CACG representatives will be appointed for a Term of 12 months.   

 

In certain situations it may be necessary for proxies to attend on behalf of each of the members. 

This situation is for when infrequent and unexpected situations arise and should only be used in 

those circumstances, to ensure continuity of attendance by the nominee is achieved. 

 

Additional persons having specialist knowledge may be invited to attend the CACG by the Chair as 

a guest, to assist it with its work. 

 

 

4. Chairperson 
 

The CACG Chairperson will be appointed by the Airport CEO for a Term of 12 months.   

The Chair will: 

• consult with the members as to agenda items; 

• ensure adequate discussion time is devoted to issues of significance; 

• allow for discussion of unanticipated “other business” at Group meetings; 

• ensure agenda materials and papers are appropriate to enable effective engagement and 

discussion among the Committee;  

• encourage open discussion and a frank exchange of views; and 

• monitor effective follow-up of action items. 

 

5. Role of Members 
 

Members will regularly attend meetings and: 

• pro-actively identify and raise issues that are relevant to the work of the CACG;  

• actively contribute to ensure community issues are tabled with the CACG and issues are 

rigorously examined in a respectful, collaborative manner;  

• disseminate and communicate key CACG messages with the wider community.  

 

6. Meetings 
 

Meetings of the CACG are not open to the general public and are held quarterly at pre-determined 

dates set before the beginning of each year. 
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A finalised agenda must be provided to all attendees at least seven (7) days before the meeting. 

Reporting to the wider-community and stakeholders will be by publishing of minutes of each 

meeting on Essendon Airport's website no later than 21 days after the meeting. 

 

 

7. Agenda 
 

The agenda will include: 

• Acknowledgement of Country 

• Previous minutes and matters arising  

• Aviation operations update 

• Development update 

• Master Plan and Major Development Plan matters 

• Noise (Airservices Reports, Fly Neighbourly Agreement and Other) 

• Curfew 

• Community matters 

• General business - Other matters 

 

8. Secretariat 
 

Secretarial and administrative support, including the publishing of meeting notices, papers and 

minutes, will be provided by EAPL. 

 

 

9. Expenses 
 

EAPL will meet the cost of meeting expenses (venue, catering, AV, etc). 

 

EAPL may elect to remunerate the Chairperson. 

 

Representative positions are not remunerated.  

 

No personal expenses may be levied against the Committee or EAPL by the Chair or 

Representatives. 
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