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1 Foreword 

This Handbook has been developed as part of EAPLôs Safety Management System and in accordance with the 

Airports (Control of On-Airport Activities) Regulations 1997 and the Part 139 (Aerodromes) Manual of 

Standards 2019 (Part 139 MOS) to ensure the safety of all people on the airside, the safe and orderly 

movement of traffic and the protection of aircraft. 

It is recognised that there is an ongoing requirement for vehicles to operate on airside areas of the airport and 

these rules help ensure this is done as safely as possible. 

Failure to comply with the requirements of this Handbook constitute a breach of the conditions for the Authority 

to Drive Airside and Authority to Use Airside and would therefore cause a review by Essendon Airport Pty Ltd 

(EAPL) of the authorisations issued to individuals or organisations as a result. 

EAPL actively monitors all airside drivers for the possession of a licence and vehicle permit and compliance 

with the established airside driving rules.  

2 Definitions 

Airport Operations Officer: a trained officer appointed by EAPL charged with the responsibility of daily airside 

safety  

Airport Operator: any owner, licensee, Authority, Corporation or any other body which has a legal 

responsibility for a particular aerodrome 

Airside: the movement area of an aerodrome, adjacent terrain and buildings or portions thereof, of which 

access is controlled 

Air Traffic Control (ATC): a service established by Airservices Australia pursuant to Section 8 of the Air 

Services Act 

Apron: That part of an aerodrome used for the purposes of enabling passengers to board or disembark from 

an aircraft, for loading or unloading cargo from an aircraft, for refuelling, parking or carrying out maintenance on 

an aircraft 

Authority to Drive Airside (ADA): an authority (licence) issued by the Airport Operator to approve a person to 

operate a vehicle on airside 

Authority for Use Airside (AUA): an authority (permit) issued by the Airport Operator to approve use of a 

vehicle on airside 

AUA Responsible Person: the person responsible for ensuring the vehicle is operated in accordance with the 

requirements for issue of an AUA.  

EAPL: Essendon Airport Pty Ltd (the Airport Operator) 

Incident: an occurrence, other than an accident, associated with the operation of an aircraft that affects or 

could affect the safety of the operation of the aircraft. In practice this definition is broadly interpreted, and the 
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incident reporting system accepts any reports, requests, complaints and suggestions, which relate to aviation 

safety 

Manoeuvring area: the part of an aerodrome to be used for the take-off, landing and taxiing of aircraft, 

excluding aprons 

Marker: an object displayed above ground level in order to indicate an obstacle or delineate a boundary.  

Marking: symbols, lines, words and figures displayed on the surface of a movement area, or signs, or visual 

distinguishing features added to vehicles 

Movement area: the part of an aerodrome to be used for the surface movement of aircraft, including 

manoeuvring areas and aprons 

Operator: in relation to aircraft, a person, organisation or enterprise engaged in, or offering to engage in, an 

aircraft operation 

Perimeter Road: an airside road which remains clear of the manoeuvring area, except for areas where the 

road is marked as a Perimeter road and crosses a taxiway 

The Regulations: refers to the Airports (Control of On-Airport Activities) Regulations 1997  

Taxiway: a defined path on a land aerodrome established for the taxiing of aircraft and intended to provide a 

link between one part of the airport and another 

Vehicle Operator: a person, firm, body corporate or Government Department controlling the operation of a 

Vehicle whether as owner, hirer or otherwise 

Unserviceable Area: a portion of the movement area not available for use by aircraft because of the physical 

condition of the area or because of obstacles affecting it 

3 Vehicles Not to Be Taken onto or Operated Airside  

A person must not take a vehicle onto, or operate a vehicle on, the airside of Essendon Fields Airport unless:  

(a) the person holds an ADA and the vehicle is the subject of an AUA; or  

(b) the vehicle is escorted by a person authorised, in accordance with this Handbook, to provide airside 

vehicle escort services. 

*Note - Aircraft servicing equipment that does not have its own motive power (i.e. trolleys, stairs) and is 

used only on aprons is not an airside vehicle and is not required to comply with the requirements of this 

Handbook. Aircraft servicing equipment that has its own motive power (i.e. tugs, golf carts, cars, forklifts etc) is 

considered an airside vehicle, regardless of whether it is used only on aprons, and must comply with the 

requirements of this Handbook.  
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4 Authority for Use Airside (AUA) (Vehicle Permits) 

4.1 Application 

An application for an Authority for Use Airside must be made on the EAPL Authority for Use Airside Application 

Form (OPS-FOR-021) available on the Essendon Fields website.  

4.2 Application Prerequisites 

In applying for an AUA you must: 

1) Read and adhere to the Airside Vehicle Control Handbook (this Handbook) and the Rules for Driving 
Airside contained within;  

2) Meet the vehicle requirements as detailed in section 4.3 of this Handbook;  
3) Be able to provide evidence of Public Liability insurance for an amount not less than AUD $20,000,000; 
4) Complete and submit an Airside Vehicle Indemnity and Release Form; and 
5) Complete and submit the EAPL AUA Application Form. 

4.3 Vehicle Requirements 

EAPL is required to have procedures in places to ensure that airside vehicles, including ground equipment 

operated airside, are maintained so as to prevent:  

(a) Any avoidable breakdown or unsafe operations; and  

(b) Any spillage of fuel, lubricant or hydraulic fluid. 

EAPL requires any vehicle used airside to meet the minimum requirements, safety or otherwise, as detailed in 

this Handbook. The vehicle must: 

(a) Hold state registration confirming it is maintained in a roadworthy condition. In the event an airside 

vehicle does not, or cannot obtain state registration, the owner of the vehicle is to provide a statement 

of vehicle condition from a qualified mechanic prior to accessing the airside for the first time. A vehicle 

condition statement is valid for a maximum period of 24 months. If the owner still intends for the vehicle 

to be operated airside, a new vehicle condition statement is required to be presented with the AUA 

renewal application;  

(b) Comply with the vehicle feature requirements (as applicable) outlined in section 4.4; 

(c) Be insured for airside operations to the value of $20,000,000 for any damage caused. 

4.4 Vehicle Features 

Vehicles operating airside must be fitted with the following:  

(a) A state licence plate number (where applicable) or vehicle identification number (refer 4.4.1); and 

(b) Appropriate company signage on the side of the vehicle (refer 4.4.2), where possible; and 

(c) A yellow or amber rotating or flashing vehicle hazard light where the vehicle is moving or operating on 

the movement area at night or during periods of low visibility (refer 4.4.3). If the vehicle is intended for 

use within the Category 2 and Category 3 areas (taxiways and runways) the vehicle must be lit even 

during the hours of daylight.  

(d) A radio capable of two-way communications with ATC and aircraft if the vehicle is intended for use 

within the Category 2 and Category 3 areas (taxiways and runways); and 

(e) Where the vehicle is fitted with a speedometer, a working speedometer. 
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4.4.1 Vehicle/Equipment Identification 

All state registered vehicles airside are required to display a State licence number. In the event an airside 

vehicle does not, or cannot obtain state registration, a vehicle identification number is acceptable. The vehicle 

identification number can be assigned by the vehicle owner.  

4.4.2 Company Signage 

Where possible, all vehicles operating on behalf of a company are required to display signage indicating the 

company associated on each side of the vehicle. This should be no less than A4 in size (210mm x 295mm) 

ideally with the logo covering the whole area. 

This requirement is exempt for approved vehicles only required to drive airside to reach their place of work 

where the vehicle remains parked inside a hangar or kept behind equipment storage/leased area lines for an 

extended period. 

4.4.3 Airside Vehicle Lighting Requirements 

At all times, vehicles operating airside are required to display a flashing or rotating amber/yellow light on the top 

of the vehicle that complies with the following specifications:  

The rotating or flashing light must:  

(a) be yellow or amber in colour; and  

(b) flash at a rate of 60-90 flashes per minute; and  

(c) where possible, have a peak intensity of between 40 cd and 400 cd; and  

Note CASA recommends that vehicle hazard lights should be visible at a distance of at least 200 m in 

daylight conditions.  

(d) be placed on top of the vehicle and visible from all directions, unless this is impossible in which case 

additional, equivalent rotating or flashing lights must be provided in other locations to ensure visibility in 

all directions. 

During daylight hours only, a vehicle directly connected to an aircraft is permitted to display the standard 

manufacturer-fitted vehicle hazard warning lights, rather than a light on the top of the vehicle. 

During darkness and in poor visibility (fog, rain) vehicle lighting must be switched onto low beam and taillights 

must be fully operational. The use of high beams airside is prohibited. 

4.5 Additional Vehicle Features 

4.5.1 Fuel Spill Kits 

EAPL encourages vehicles directly servicing aircraft to carry spill equipment suited to the aircraft being 

serviced. 

EAPL provides spill kits at various points around the airport, but use may accrue a fee to cover the items if 

used. 
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4.5.2 First Aid Kits 

Vehicles are encouraged to carry first aid kits. However, these are not a mandated requirement. 

EAPL Airport Operations Officers carry first aid kits if required. 

4.5.3 Fire Extinguishers 

Vehicles are encouraged to carry an in-date fire extinguisher. However, these are not a mandated requirement. 

EAPL Airport Operations Officers carry a fire extinguisher if required. 

4.6 Conditions of an AUA 

The following conditions apply to the issue of an AUA:  

(a) The vehicle operator/s must hold the appropriate Authority to Drive Airside licence;  

(b) The vehicle operator/s must operate in accordance with the rules set out in this Handbook, including 

the Rules for Driving Airside contained within;  

(c) The vehicle operator/s must report any incidents, accidents or identified hazards immediately to EAPL;  

(d) The vehicle operator/s must abide by any conditions of the AUA; 

(e) The vehicle operator/s must follow any directions given by an EAPL employee; 

(f) The AUA Responsible Person must accept responsibility for notifying EAPL in writing if vehicle no 

longer holds registration or its registration details change; 

(g) The AUA Responsible Person must consent to EAPL collecting, using and disclosing any personal 

information provided with the AUA application in accordance with the Privacy Act 1988 and Essendon 

Airport Privacy Policy as outlined on the website; and 

(h) The AUA Responsible Person must advise EAPL if the AUA is no longer required, or the vehicle no 

longer meets the requirements to be issued with an AUA. 

(i) The AUA vehicle permit remains property of EAPL and must be returned if it is no longer required, or 

the vehicle no longer meets the requirements to be issued with an AUA, or at the request of EAPL. 

An AUA may be issued subject to any other conditions that the EAPL thinks necessary. 

4.7 AUA Categories  

4.7.1 Categories 

Vehicles are only authorised to operate within the prescribed area AUA permits. 

Prescribed areas for airside driving are determined by the following categories.  

¶ Category 1  Aprons Only 

¶ Category 2  Aprons and Taxiways 

¶ Category 3  Aprons, Taxiways and Runways (limited to EAPL staff only) 
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4.8 Vehicle Access 

Essendon Fields Airport has five electronic vehicle airside access gates at different locations (Refer Section 

12), which provide an automated method for vehicle access to authorised persons. These gates have been 

designed to prevent unauthorised vehicles tailgating authorised vehicles airside. Access through these gates is 

via an EAPL approved airside access fob system.  

Information on the application process for an airside access fob/remote is available on the Essendon Fields 

website. Approval is given on a case-by-case basis and EAPL reserves the right to approve and refuse 

approval as it considers appropriate. 

All electronic vehicle gates have CCTV coverage and records of the users accessing them. These records are 

maintained by EAPL. It is forbidden for any access cardholder to provide vehicle access to an unauthorised 

vehicle without the consent of EAPL. 

4.9 Responsibilities of Vehicle/Equipment Operators 

4.9.1 Unserviceable Vehicles and Equipment 

Operators must ensure all vehicles and equipment remain serviceable to continue operating airside. Should 

any vehicles or equipment become faulty or unserviceable, operators must ensure it becomes tagged as 

unserviceable and repaired prior to the recommencement of operation. 

In the event that EAPL staff gives instructions to repair a piece of ground servicing equipment (GSE), the 

operator must comply within given dates. If not, EAPL may instruct the operator to remove the equipment or 

vehicle from airside. 

4.9.2 Vehicle Inspections and Removal of Vehicles/Equipment 

To ensure the requirements of this manual are achieved, Essendon Airport Pty Ltd can inspect or can require 

an inspection to be carried out on any vehicle or ground equipment that is operating airside.   

If an EAPL employee considers that a vehicle is being driven, or is stopped or parked, on the airside of an 

airport in a manner that is likely to be a danger to a person or to property (including other vehicles and aircraft), 

or that is likely to interfere with the operation of the airport, the EAPL employee may direct the driver of the 

vehicle to remove it from the airside. Vehicle operators are encouraged to have a strategy in place to allow for 

quick removal. 

Any directions by EAPL to move or remove equipment or vehicles from airside must be followed. If not done so 

in a reasonable time period, EAPL may move or remove the vehicle or equipment at the operatorôs expense 

and risk. In this case, EAPL does not assume liability should any damage or losses occur as a result, including 

claims against third parties directly or indirectly caused by moving or removing a vehicle or equipment, unless 

caused by EAPL negligence or negligence of EAPL employees. 

4.10 Withdrawal of AUA  

EAPL may withdraw an AUA if the vehicle to which it applies has been operated on the airside of the airport:  
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(a) Otherwise than in accordance with: 

i. the driverôs ADA;  

ii. the vehicleôs AUA (if any);  

iii. the Airside Vehicle Control Handbook (this Handbook); and/or  

iv. a direction of an EAPL employee;  

(b) In a manner likely to cause injury to a person, or damage to property (including an aircraft or another 

vehicle). 

If EAPL considers that there may be reasons why an AUA should be withdrawn, it will invite the AUA 

Responsible Person, in writing, to show cause why the AUA should not be withdrawn. 

4.11 Private Vehicles Airside 

EAPL intends to limit the use of private vehicles airside where possible. Applicants of an AUA for a private 

vehicle must demonstrate an inability to carry out their operations without the use of the private vehicle, in order 

to gain approval.  

4.12 Vehicles for use on Airside Only 

EAPL may approve vehicles for use only on the airside at Essendon Fields Airport not registered under State 

law, provided the owner of the vehicle is able to provide a statement of vehicle condition from a qualified 

mechanic prior to accessing the airside for the first time. A vehicle condition statement is valid for a maximum 

period of 24 months. If the owner still intends for the vehicle to be operated airside, a new vehicle condition 

statement is required to be presented with the AUA renewal application.  

4.13 Bicycles and Miscellaneous Vehicles 

For the purpose of this document and attachments, a Vehicle does not include a bicycle or any other similar 

mode of transport.  

No person is to ride a bicycle or similar without the written permission of EAPL. A request for permission can be 

sent to aviation@ef.com.au and must include the reason for the requirement to use a bicycle or similar. 

Approval may be subject to the person obtaining an Authority to Drive Airside.  

Permission may be withdrawn at any time by EAPL giving written or oral notice of withdrawal. Any person riding 

an approved bicycle or similar must comply with the Rules for Drivers Airside contained within this document 

and Victorian State Road Regulations. 

Appropriate PPE, including a hi visibility vest and helmet, must be worn at all times. 

  

mailto:aviation@ef.com.au
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5 Authority to Drive Airside (ADA) (Drivers Licence) 

5.1 Application Form 

An application for an Authority to Drive Airside must be made on the EAPL Authority to Drive Airside 

Application Form (OPS-FOR-017) available on the Essendon Fields Website. 

5.2 Application Prerequisites 

In applying for an ADA, applicants must: 

1. Read the Airside Vehicle Control Handbook (this Handbook) and the Rules for Driving Airside 

contained within; and 

2. Successfully complete the applicable online Airside Driver training programme; and 

3. Successfully complete the online Airside Induction training programme; and 

4. Hold a valid red or grey Aviation Security Identification Card (ASIC);and 

5. Hold a current State or Territory driversô licence (refer 5.3); and 

6. Hold an Aeronautical Radio Operatorôs Certificate (AROC) (applicants for Category 2 or 3 ADA only); 

and 

7. Complete the ADA Application Form. 

5.3 State/Territory Drivers Licence 

Applicants must hold a current State or Territory driving licence at all times whilst operating a vehicle under an 

ADA. The ADA holder is responsible for notifying EAPL in writing if they lose or have their State/Territory 

Driving Licence suspended or cancelled for any reason. 

Note 1: The driving licence may be a licence from any State or Territory - it does not have to be a licence from 

Victoria. 

Note 2: EAPL will not issue an ADA to a person who only holds a Learnerôs Permit.  

5.4 Conditions of an ADA 

The following conditions apply to the issue of an ADA:  

(a) The holder must operate a vehicle on the airside in accordance with the rules set out in this Handbook, 

including the rules regarding the use of radio communications equipment or other signalling equipment;  

(b) The holder must notify EAPL in writing if they lose or have their State/Territory Driving Licence 

suspended or cancelled for any reason;  

(c) The holder must report any incidents, accidents or identified hazards immediately to EAPL;  

(d) The holder must consent to EAPL collecting, using and disclosing any personal information provided 

with the ADA application in accordance with the Privacy Act 1988 and Essendon Airport Privacy Policy 

as outlined on the website; 

(e) If the vehicle is the subject of an AUAð the holder must abide by any conditions of the AUA;  

(f) The ADA must be returned to EAPL if it is no longer required, it is cancelled/suspended or expired, or 

the holder no longer meets the requirements to hold an ADA; and 

(g) The holder must follow any directions given by an EAPL employee. 
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An ADA may be issued subject to any other conditions that the EAPL thinks necessary. 

5.5 Withdrawal of ADA  

EAPL may withdraw a personôs ADA on the airport if the person operates a vehicle on the airside of the airport:  

(a) Otherwise than in accordance with:  

i. his or her ADA;  

ii. the vehicleôs AUA (if any);  

iii. the Airside Vehicle Control Handbook for the airport; and/or 

iv. a direction of an employee of the airport-operator company;  

(b) In a manner likely to cause injury to a person, or damage to property (including an aircraft or another 

vehicle).  

If EAPL considers that there may be reasons why an ADA should be withdrawn, it will invite the holder of the 

ADA, in writing, to show cause why the ADA should not be withdrawn.  

5.6 Cancellation/Suspension of ADA 

The holder of an ADA must return their ADA if they are notified by EAPL that the ADA is cancelled or 

suspended:  

a) Immediately if notified whilst operating a vehicle airside;  

b) Otherwise within 48 hours.  

Note: No vehicle operator should assume that there is a right-to drive airside. EAPL has the authority to cancel 

or suspend an ADA whenever EAPL considers it appropriate to do so.  

If you hold an ADA and you cease to hold a State/Territory licence to drive or you have any State/Territory 

licence to drive cancelled for breach of any traffic laws, your ADA terminates immediately, and you must 

surrender the ADA to EAPL within 48 hours of ceasing to hold a licence or cancellation.  

5.7 Grounds for Driving Airside 

Applicants seeking approval for an ADA must demonstrate a requirement to regularly operate vehicles on the 

airside. In addition, all applicants are required to undertake the relevant training and assessment before they 

are eligible to receive an ADA. 

Acceptable reasons include, but are not limited to, the following: 

¶ Servicing and/or maintenance of aircraft; 

¶ Servicing and/or maintenance of Essendon Fields Airport, or of any facilities located at Essendon 

Fields Airport; 

¶ Servicing and/or maintenance of plant and equipment located on the movement area at Essendon 

Fields Airport; and 

¶ Delivering freight to/from freight facilities that cannot be delivered or collected landside for any reason. 
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5.8 Authority to Drive Airside Categories and Endorsements 

5.8.1 Categories 

ADA holders are only permitted to operate and drive a vehicle within the prescribed area their licence permits. 

Prescribed areas for airside driving are determined by the following categories.  

¶ Category 1  Aprons Only 

¶ Category 2  Aprons and Taxiways 

¶ Category 3  Aprons, Taxiways and Runways (limited to EAPL staff only) 

5.8.2 Endorsements 

In addition to the above categories, EAPL may grant approval for the following supplementary licences, should 

they be required: 

5.8.2.1 Perimeter Road  

The perimeter road endorsement permits vehicles to drive airside along the boundary fence of Essendon Fields 

Airport (refer Section 10). No driver is permitted to drive on the Perimeter Road during low visibility conditions. 

Drivers must not cross in front of a runway end if an aircraft is on short final or is about to take-off on that 

runway.  

Perimeter Road Speed Limit ï 40 kph. 

5.8.2.2 Escort  

Only authorised third party drivers are permitted to provide vehicle escorts airside. The escort endorsement 

permits an ADA holder to escort a driver without an ADA operating a vehicle in the airside areas relevant to the 

Category of the ADA holder. 

The following rules apply at all times when escorting vehicles airside: 

¶ The authorised driver must ensure all individuals entering airside acquire and display a valid ASIC or 

VIC while airside. 

¶ The vehicle being escorted must be visible to other vehicles and aircraft. If the vehicle is not equipped 

with a flashing or rotating beacon, the vehicles hazard lights are acceptable. 

¶ The escorted vehicle must maintain a safe distance from the escorting vehicle. As a general rule, a 

distance of between 10-15 meters would be appropriate. The authorised driver must maintain visual 

contact with the vehicle being escorted. 

¶ Communication between the two drivers must be established prior to the escort commencing. If 

necessary during the escort, the driver of the vehicle being escorted may sound the horn or flash 

headlights to alert the authorised driver. 

The escort driver is fully responsible for the driver(s) under escort.  

All airside drivers providing an escort service are monitored for adherence with these requirements periodically 

by EAPL staff.    
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In the event an airside driver or driver under escort is observed to not be following the rules for operating a 

vehicle airside, or otherwise creating an unsafe condition, all respective vehicles and their drivers will be 

escorted from the airside, and any authorisations may be withdrawn in accordance with this Handbook.   

EAPL may withdraw the authority to provide supervision and/or escorts under the preceding rules by written or 

oral notice of withdrawal. 
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6 Rules for Driving Airside 

6.1 Speed Limits 

Whilst airside you must obey all regulatory signs and, unless otherwise indicated by signs, adhere to the 

following speed limits: 

Area Max Speed Limit 

Baggage Make-Up Area 5 km/ph 

Within 15m of Aircraft 10 km/ph 

Apron Areas 15 km/ph 

Taxiways/Taxilanes 25 km/ph 

Perimeter Road 40 km/ph 

Do not drive in a manner likely to jeopardise the safety of any person.  

6.2 Safe Vehicle Distances 

Drivers must ensure they maintain the minimum safety distances when driving, stopping or parking near aircraft 

and other items airside: 

 

Location Minimum distance 

Around aircraft generally (unless servicing that aircraft) 3m 

During aircraft fuelling operations 15m 

In front and side of operating aircraft 7.5m 

Behind operating aircraft 75m 

Around operating helicopter 30m 

Distance between other operating vehicles 5-10m 

Vehicles must give way to aircraft at all times, even aircraft under tow. Stay well clear of aircraft when their anti-

collision beacons are operating (indicating that the engines are running or are about to be started) and give 

way to all moving aircraft (beware of jet blast and prop wash). Additionally, the distance provided for fuelling 

operations at 15m also applies to the use of mobile phones/radios. 

At no time should a vehicle be parked in a way that it obstructs the use of the fire hydrants.  

6.3 Driving Under the Influence  

Vehicle Operators must not drive while affected by alcohol or drugs. Vehicle Operators must have a zero-blood 

alcohol and drug levels when driving airside. A Vehicle Operator involved in an accident on the airside of the 

airport may be requested to undergo a blood alcohol and/or drug test. A Vehicle Operator will be subject to 

testing in accordance with a Civil Aviation Safety Authority Drug and Alcohol Management Plan.  
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Where a Vehicle Operator who holds an ADA has failed a test for drug or alcohol to the levels specified in 

accordance with applicable Drug and Alcohol Management Plan (DAMP), the Vehicle Operator must surrender 

their ADA to EAPL within 48 hours. 

6.4 Follow Instructions of EAPL Staff  

Vehicle operators must comply with the instructions given by EAPL staff. Vehicle operators must show their 

current state/territory driverôs licence and ADA upon request by an EAPL staff member. 

6.5 Display of ASIC  

A requirement of the ADA and airside area is for drivers to hold and display a valid Aviation Security 

Identification Card (ASIC). When driving airside, you must have and display your ASIC in accordance with the 

with the Aviation Transport Security Act and the Aviation Transport Security Regulations. 

The card must be worn above the waist and be prominently displayed at all times.  

6.6 Inspection of Documents 

You must carry your ADA and display your ASIC and vehicleôs AUA whenever you operate a vehicle airside. 

EAPL staff have authority under Section 129 of the Airports (Control of On-Airport Activities) Regulations 1997 

to ask the driver of a vehicle to show their ADA, the AUA for the vehicle and ASIC. 

Failure to comply with the request is an offence of strict liability under the Regulations. 

6.7 Covering Loose Material  

When driving vehicles carrying loose material (such as garbage, plastic and waste-paper) the vehicle operator 

must ensure that the load is adequately covered to prevent spillage and foreign object debris (FOD). Any 

material lost must be picked up immediately. 

6.8 Parking of Vehicles and Equipment 

Vehicle operators must never park vehicles or equipment so that they will obstruct aircraft, other vehicles 

(particularly refuelling vehicles) or pedestrians.  

Any Vehicle left unattended in a location other than designated parking areas is subject to the following 

requirements so it may be moved to allow the safe movement of aircraft or other vehicles in an emergency:  

¶ With doors closed but unlocked;  

¶ Keys in the ignition switch; and  

¶ Handbrake on. 
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Along the Airside/Landside boundary fence ï Vehicles and equipment must not be parked within: 

¶ 2 meters airside of the boundary fence; and  

¶ 3 meters landside of the boundary fence. 

 

6.9 Lighting of Vehicles  

All vehicles operating airside must be lit in accordance with the specifications detailed in section 4.4.3. 

6.10 Low Visibility  

Low Visibility Operations (LVO) may be 

declared by the ATC tower if aircraft visibility is 

reduced to below 800m or a shallow fog exists 

within the Airport boundary. During this period, 

no vehicle (other than the vehicle of the EAPL 

Airport Operations Officer or aircraft under 

direct instruction of ATC) is permitted to enter 

or drive airside. 

Once declared, all vehicle access gates will 

display signage to notify drivers. The EAPL 

Airport Operations Officer may be contacted to 

ascertain if low visibility operations are still in 

effect. 
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During LVO, no non-essential vehicle is permitted to enter or drive airside. Essential vehicles may only enter 

and move around airside under the escort of the EAPL Airport Operations Officer.  

EAPL permits vehicles to operate during LVO only on the operatorôs leased apron and only if the vehicle is lit 

in accordance with the requirements of subsection 4.4.3 of this manual.  

No driver is permitted to drive on the Perimeter Road during low visibility conditions. 

6.11 No Smoking  

There is a no smoking rule applying to all of the airside area, including smoking inside vehicles. 

6.12 Mobile Phones  

A Vehicle operator must not operate a vehicle whilst answering, attempting to answer, dialling on or otherwise 

using a handheld mobile phone. Hand free devices may be used. The use of mobile phones is not permitted 

within 15m of an aircraft being refuelled. 

6.13 Riding on Vehicles and Equipment  

Vehicle operators must never carry passengers on a vehicle or other item of equipment unless there is a seat 

provided for that purpose. NO SEAT - NO RIDE. 

6.14 Children and Animals  

Children and animals are not permitted airside without the prior expressed approval of EAPL. This excludes 

travelling passengers and animals being transported.  

6.15 Seat Belts  

Seat belts are to be worn at all times where fitted in a vehicle. 

6.16 Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 

High visibility vests MUST be worn when airside at Essendon Fields Airport. 

The vest should be provided with a clear pocket at chest level to hold the ASIC or VIC pass to allow clear 

identification at all times by Essendon Fields Airport staff. 

Appropriate PPE to the nature of the work you are performing must also be worn, e.g. you may require protective 

eye wear, hearing protection etc. 

 


























